
Insurance Women of Greater Danbury 
November 2008 

A Newsletter for Insurance Professionals 
Volume 2 Issue 3 

 
The November Monthly Meeting is on Wednesday, November 12th at Stony Hill Inn, 

Bethel, CT 06801 
Our Networking starts at 5:45 pm – Dinner at 6:15 pm 

Our guest speaker will be Susan Giacalone, Counsel for the Insurance Association 
Since our meeting is after the election it will be interesting to see what her forecast will 

be!! 
Your Dinner choices are: Center cut Pork Chops (with apple sauce, vegetables and 

potato), Broiled Boston Scrod (lightly seasoned with bread crumbs) or Chicken Piccata 
(made with lemon caper sauce & served with vegetable and potato) 

Dinner includes coffee & dessert 
Cost $26. 

RSVP by November 7th to JoAnne  
Belfiore at belfioJ@nationwide.com or call 744-1555 

 
 

President’s Message 

Dear Friends:                                                                               
 

The next time we meet, we will have elected a new president.  This may be the most 
important election of our lifetime.  Our own industry is in the midst of the economic 
meltdown our nation is facing.   So, no matter your affiliation, please go out and vote 
your conscience.   Our future, yours and mine, depends on it. 
 

Speaking of politics, our speaker for November will be Susan Giacalone, Counsel 
for the Insurance Association of Connecticut.  The Insurance Association of 
Connecticut provides lobbying and public affairs services for domestic and foreign 
insurance companies, representing the “special interests” of our industry.  Thanks to 
Quinton Johansen for contacting and arranging for our speaker this month.  The 
subject matter is timely. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Anne Devestern and I will be attending State Day on behalf of IWGD on 
November 8, 2008.   We will come back with a report on the “happenings”  
at State Day.    
 

We’ll be collecting non-perishable food items at this meeting to give to our local  
Food Banks.  The need is great this year.  Please bring what you can. 
 
Watch out for the ghosts and goblins this Halloween. 
 

See you on the 12th!! 
 

In Fellowship, 
Mary Kay 
 

Mary Kay Andrews, CIC 
President, IWGD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Relations/Community Service 
 

Food Collection 
 
December is fast approaching and we will again sponsor the Danbury School Nurses 
Project at our December meeting.  Sweats, hats, mittens, personal items, socks, 
underwear, and any items which can be used by students of all ages which are distributed 
on an “as need basis.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
We will again give poinsettias to Meals on Wheels and any donations toward that project 
are greatly appreciated as well. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call. 
 
Thank you again for your co-operation. 
 
In Fellowship, 
 
Cid Antous 
Chairperson for Community Service 
 
 

          Pies !       Pies ! 
 
 

Thanks for the overwhelming response on the pie sales! We’ll be able to 
add a few bucks to our coffers.  You can’t beat Lyman Orchards’ pies.  

Plus you can pass them off as your own as you pull them out of the oven! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Education 
 

CE class sponsored by United Cleaning & Restoration and Auto Glass of New England 
on November 19th at the Norwalk Inn 

Please contact Bob Livieri at 203-506-2140 or RoseAnn Santamaria at 203-913-0537 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Legislation 
 

Please remember to VOTE on November 4th! 
Also, those members with voting-age “children” are reminded to vote too!! 

Our legislation chair person Quinton, volunteered his time in the early 1970’s while in 
college and collected signatures on petitions, which then resulted ultimately, in getting 

the voting age lowered from 21 to 18.  This was crucially important when young men and 
woman were subject to military service and going off to war, yet could not vote.  

Voting is an important civic duty 
 
 
 
 

Membership 
 

New Member 
 

Welcome – Susan Improta 
 

Susan works for The Insurance Center doing insurance marketing 
 
 

Safety 
 

Brochures for child safety have been distributed to two Day Cares in the Area 
 

Remember to change the Batteries in your smoke detectors when changing your clocks on  
November 2nd for Daylight Savings time 

 
Returning by popular demand --------- 

 
Jewelry will be sold again at our November meeting which is made by Steve from  

Safelite; at this time of year he will purchase gift cards from Stop & Shop to be given to 
the needy.  When purchasing jewelry please make checks payable to cash. 

 
Dates to Remember 

 
State Day – November 8th 

The Nutcracker Ballet Dec 14th fund raiser for Waterbury Association 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
This year’s Budget is in a deficit position, as others have been in the past.  By approving this 
budget, we have agreed that funds can be pulled from our reserves to offset the deficit as 
needed.  Based on the 10/08/08 Treasurer’s Report, our reserves stand at:  $6354.29, in various 
savings accounts and $932.27 in the Mary Gilotti Scholarship Fund. 
 
The problem with deficit financing is that eventually the reserves run out and a future IWGD 
administration will have to deal with the issue. (Does this sound familiar?  Our federal and State 
governments are facing the same issues.)  Therefore, we must be very prudent in our fiscal 
practices.   The good news is that we’re planning on raising some new revenues this year.   
 
We have to be solvent since we’re hosting State Day in 2010.  It will be here before you know it. 
 
The budget is posted on our Members Only page. 
 
Mary Kay Andrews, CIC 
President 
Insurance Women of Greater Danbury 

 
 
 

Vendors/Supporters 
 

Thank you to the following for renewing their advertising, JP Maguire, Crystal 
Restoration Services, United Cleaning and Restoration, Avis Budget Group, Glass 

America and Service Team of Professionals 
 

We acknowledge our other supporters, Safelite Auto Glass/Diamond Triumph Glass, 
Servpro, Auto Glass of New England, Andy’s Auto Coach and Enterprise Rental Car 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


